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“next”

Talking from the present moment — (no article)

Today is Friday, 31st March 2017.
So, 2018 is next year. April is next month.
Next week, it’s going to be sunny.
Next month, | am going to move to Germany.
Next year, | will be given a job promotion.

“the next”

Talking about the past compared to some other time in the past.

(uses article)

On Friday 31st March 2017, | wrote this grammar sheet.
The next day was Saturday 1% April
The next month was April.
The next year was 2018.
Last month, | trained with John at the gym. The next day | was sore.
More formally we would use :

'the following...!, ratherthan 'the next ..."
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